
 

US Youth Soccer Announces Major Format Change to National Championships 

FRISCO, Texas (Sept. 23, 2025)- US Youth Soccer (USYS), the largest youth sport organiza>on in the 
country, is proud to announce a landmark format change to its Na>onal Championships aimed at 
crea>ng the best youth sports experience in America. Beginning with the current season, State Cup 
champions from all 54 USYS State Associa>ons will advance directly to the Na>onal Championships, 
elimina>ng the tradi>onal Regional Championship round. New York Life will remain the presen>ng 
sponsor for the event.  

This exci>ng evolu>on of the “crown jewel” of USYS compe>>on is designed to: 

• Enhance the value and visibility of State Cups as the core qualifying events. 

• Streamline the championship pathway to reduce travel demands and ease the overall burden on 
families. 

• Celebrate tradi>on while embracing progress, to deliver a more focused, player-centered 
experience at the na>onal level. 

Why This Ma3ers: 

• Direct Advancement: Each State Cup champion along with group winners from The Na>onal 
League Winter Events earns a place at Na>onals, ensuring representa>on and increased 
relevance for all 54 member associa>ons. 

• Reduced Barriers: Families and clubs benefit from less travel and >me commitment with the 
elimina>on of the regional compe>>on layer. 

• Elevated Experience: The Na>onal Championships will become a true fes>val of champions, 
celebra>ng the top team from every state on one stage. 

US Youth Soccer CEO Tom Condone stated, “This bold new format reimagines the Na>onal 
Championships, uni>ng champions from every state and seYng a new standard for youth soccer 
experiences across the country.” With Director of Events and Opera>ons Jason Ellio\ adding, “This new 
format for our Na>onal Championships is a milestone moment for US Youth Soccer. The structure 
expands opportuni>es for players na>onwide while strengthening the state-level compe>>ons that lead 
into Na>onals. By eleva>ng every step of the pathway, we’re ensuring more meaningful experiences for 
players and families, and crea>ng a stage where the best in youth soccer can shine.” 

This format change was made following extensive feedback from member associa>ons, clubs, coaches, 
and families, and reflects USYS’s strategic vision to enhance our compe>>on structure while providing 



the most meaningful and memorable na>onal stage for young athletes. More details about the updated 
Na>onal Championships including qualifica>on >melines, hos>ng informa>on, and event enhancements, 
will be released in the coming weeks. 

To accompany the new format, a visionary new brand iden>ty was developed to represent the 
compe>>on. The three ver>cal elements are not only meant to evoke the shape of a trophy, 
acknowledging the US Youth Soccer Na>onal Championships as the premier event in youth sports, but 
also symbolize the coming together of every state associa>on along with The Na>onal League to one 
point of ac>on- the ball. U>lizing the same design as the ball in the USYS logo, only part of it is visible as 
it is in mo>on- approaching the plane of the goal. It is not yet fully across the line, signifying the 
poten>al to score or be defended…a drama>c representa>on of the tension founda>onal to our love of 
soccer. The en>re logo is unbounded by a containing shape like a shield or crest, highligh>ng that the 
event is bigger than something that can be contained by tradi>onal borders and structures. The 
reimagined US Youth Soccer Na>onal Championships are a bold new vision of how our en>re soccer 
landscape can come together, this rebranding of our Championship logo communicates the passion, 
youthful energy, and forward-thinking of USYS and our state associa>ons. 

About US Youth Soccer 

US Youth Soccer, the largest youth sport organization in the country, is on a mission to provide 
world-class support, resources, and leadership, helping every member fulfill their goals on and off 
the field of play. US Youth Soccer registers 2.68 million players annually. Through its programming, 
resources and leadership, US Youth Soccer is advancing the game for its 54 Member State 
Associations, 10,000 clubs and leagues and one million administrators, coaches, and volunteers. 
US Youth Soccer connects families and communities to the power of sports and its shared love of 
soccer. US Youth Soccer provides a path for every player, coach and referee offering programs that 
provide a fun, safe and healthy environment at every level of the game. 

 

 


